Upton by Chester & District Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2025

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

(@)

(b)

3i

Announcement made by: (d)

Date of announcement: (e)

The audit of accounts for Upton by Chester & District Parish Council for
the year ended 31 March 2025 has been completed and the accounts have
been published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor’s
certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any local
government elector of the area of Upton by Chester & District Parish
Council on application to:
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Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the area on
paymentof £_t_ (c) for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.
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Notes

This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 3 of
the AGAR must be published by 30
September. This mustinclude
publication on the smaller
authority’s website. The smaller
authority must decide how long to
pubtish the Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

{(a) Insertthe name, position and
address of the person to whom
local government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

(b) Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

{c) Insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs

(d} Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

(e) Insert the date of placing of the
notice




We acknowledge as the members of:

UPToOR By cHESTER Mud Bisi R PARISH Conud Gl L

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arranges:_nents‘ for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements, We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:
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. We have pul in plabe a!TEt'eg—emems for e;’fecﬁ\zé financial prepared ifs sccounting statemenis in accorgance

rmanagemient during the year, and for the preparation ot / with the Accounits and Audit Regulations.
the accounting statemants.

Z. We mainfained an adequate systemn of internal control | | made proper arrangements and accepied responsibility
including measures designed to prevent and detec! fraud / | for safeguarding the public money and resources in
and corruption and reviewad its effectiveness. its charge.

. We took all reasonable steps to assurs aurselves i has only done what it has the lsgal power to do and has
that there are no matiers of actua} or potential complied with Proper Praciices in doing so.
non-compiiance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial =ftect
on the ability of this autherity to conduct its /

business or inanage its finances.

- We provided proper apportunity during the vear for during the ysar gave alf persons inforesiod the opporunity 1¢
| the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the / inspect and ask questions aboul this authorly's accounts
requiraments of the Acoounts and Audit Regulations. s

considered and documented the fmancial and ofher risks jt
faces and dealt with them properly

= We carried out an assessmant of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriale stups (o manage thase
fisks. including the infroduction of mternal contrals znd/or
external insurance cover whare raguirad. }

arranged for & compelent person, independent of the financizl
controls and procedures, (o give ar objective view on whether
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority,

5. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effectiva system of internal audit of the accounting
records ano controf systems,

rasponded fo matters brought o its attention by internal and
exiernal audit.

| disciossd sveryihing il should have about its business activity
turing the year fncliuding events taking place afier the year
end If relevant.

7. Wa took appropriate action on g/f matiars raized
in reports from internal and extemnai audit.

commiiments, events or fransactions, ocourrng either
during or after the year-end. have a financial impact on
this authority and, where sppropriate, have included them
in the actouniing statements.

- (For local councils only) Trust f;nd&-;‘im.;fuding;m

L LN

has met all of its responsiilities where, as & body

charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing corporaie, it is & sole managing trusiee of a loca!
trustee we discharged our accountabifity o s P et ' v frust or frusts.

responsibilities for the fund(sV/asseis, including /

financial reporting and. if required. independent 3

examination or audi,

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Anaual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the mesting where
meeting of the authority on; approval was given:

(e F Z
15[12 f2615 "
and recarded as minue reference: Chair =
Clerk (&l I J
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UPTON BY CHESTER & DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL

i

g

. Balances brought Tolal balances and reseives at the beginning of the year
forwar ‘ 133,781 151,742 as recorded in the financial records. Value must agres fo
! Box 7 of previcus year,

'L {+) Precept or Rates and Total amoumt of precept (or for IDBs rates and lsvies)
Levies 151,383 158,960 recaived or receivable in the vear, Exclude any grants
received. o
& {_ +} Total other reseép-fs Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less

57,474 521 3"] ifte preceptor rates/lovias received {line 2), Include any

: grants received,
Tolal expenditure or paymenis made fo and on behalf
of alf employees. Include gross salaries and wagess,

97,787 153,021 emplayers Ni contribulions, emplayers pension
coniributions, gratuities and severance payments.

L. {=) Loan interest/capital Total expendilure or payments of capital and interest

repayments 2,000 2,000 made during the year on the authority's borrowings (ifany).

L suaffoosts

' Total expenditure or ,OG)*,":‘?G;’-ES as recordsd in the cash-
91,108 126,770 book less staff costs (line 4) and /oan interestcapital
repaymens (lne 8.
Total balances and reserves al the end of the year. Must

. (-) All other payments

7. (=) Balances carried

forward 151,742 81,049

equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+5)
a Total value of cashand | Tho sum of ell current and deposit bank accounts, cash |
short term vestments 123,652 80,014 noldings and short term investments held as at 37 March - |
| To agree with bank reconciliation. _
| .. Total fixed assels plus i The value of all the property the authority owns - it is made
long term investments | 653,605 578,380 up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
31 March.

. and assets
“0. Total borrowings

T The ouiéz‘a;;a-’ing capité! balance as at 31 ff}arc.‘z of all loans
6,000 4,000 from third parties fincluding PWLS).

u. Disclosure note re Trust funds v The Couricil, as a bady corporare, acks as sole truslee and
{including charitable) is respansible for managing Trust funds or assels.
i Disclosure note re Trust funds / The figures in the accounting statements above
{including charitable) exciude any Trust transactions,

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting | confirm that these Accounting Statements were
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability approved by this authority on this date.

Return have been preparad on aither 2 receipts and payments -

or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in 5 / 12 I 205
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — &

F’racizﬁongrs Gu_i;ie to Pn?per Prac':tif:es and prasent fairly as recarded in minute reference:

the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsibie Financial Officer before being F’t q S*’L Ci‘/v !5/! = j&O,ZS

presenied to the authorily for approvai
KCQ@ Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting

Statements were approved

Date 15[ 12 {BORS toles
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In respect of UPTON BY CHESTER PARISH COUNCIL — CH0204

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAQ). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAQ website —

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with

Proper Practices which:

= summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025: and
= confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that,

relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

We note that the smaller authority did not comply with Regulation 15 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 as it failed to make proper|
provision during the year 2025/26 for the exercise of public rights, since the period for the exercise of public rights did not include the first 10|
working days of July. As a result, the smaller authority must answer ‘No’ to Assertion 4 of the Annual Governance Statement for 2025/26 and
ensure that it makes proper provision for the exercise of public rights during 2026/27.

The smaller authority has confirmed that it has not complied with the governance Assertions in Section 1, Boxes 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, and 8, and it has
provided the appointed auditor with an explanation for non-compliance and details of the actions necessary to address weaknesses identified.
A more detailed explanation for the non-compliance for each Assertion should be published on the website. The smaller authority failed tol
approve the AGAR in time to publish it before 1 July 2025, the date required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and disclosed this by

answering ‘No’ to Section 1, Box 1.

In the completion of the Annual Internal Audit Report, and their detailed report, the internal auditor has drawn attention to significant
weaknesses in relation to internal control objectives A, B, C, D, E, | and L. There were various weaknesses raised which included non-compliance
with the financial regulations in relation to on-line banking procedures, procurement, budgetary control and overspends on budgets, income
requirements, authorisation of payments, VAT, borrowing approvals for loans, producing complete and accurate bank reconciliations, level of
fidelity insurance and risk assessment. The smaller authority must ensure that action is taken to address these areas of weakness in a timely
manner.,

We received challenge correspondence in relation to the 2024/25 AGAR which we considered before completing our work. The authority will
receive an invoice in relation to this additional work,

We certify tha_t we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Islemmy and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
arch 2025.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature Picf (iMle jiﬁfut 17w Date 27/03/2026
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